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1. The purpose of homework

The setting and completion of homework is an integral part of the learning process. Research shows
that regular setting and completing of Homework can add an additional five months of progress in
learning to a student over the course of their programme of study.

Homework has numerous other benefits for students, parents and teaching staff. These may include;

Reinforce Classroom Learning: Homework at Sandwell Academy aims to reinforce and consolidate
the knowledge and skills acquired during classroom lessons. It provides students with the
opportunity to review and practice key concepts, ensuring a deeper understanding and retention of
the material.

Develop Independent Learning Skills: Homework is designed to encourage students to take
responsibility for their own learning. By engaging in independent study tasks, students develop
essential skills such as time management, self-discipline, and problem-solving, which are crucial for
their academic and personal growth.

Enhance Academic Achievement: The purpose of homework is to enhance students’ academic
performance by providing additional practice and exposure to subject material. Through targeted
and meaningful assignments, students can improve their proficiency and prepare effectively for
assessments and exams.

Foster Parental Engagement: Homework serves as a bridge between school and home, fostering
greater parental involvement in their child's education. By keeping parents informed about what
their children are learning, homework allows them to support and encourage their child's academic
progress, creating a collaborative learning environment.

Ensure Consistent Monitoring and Accountability: Homework at Sandwell Academy aims to ensure
consistent monitoring and accountability by regularly reviewing completed assignments and
implementing sanctions for incomplete homework. This approach maintains a high standard of
academic discipline, encouraging students to consistently complete their work and stay engaged
with their studies.
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2. The role of the student

These guidelines are issued to assist in the organisation and completion of your homework.

e Homework will be set as shown by the Homework Timetable.

e Write down details of the task you have to do, when it is set, and when it has to be completed.
e [f you are not sure about something, ask your teacher to explain.

e Never leave the lesson without understanding what you have to do.

The times below are given as a guide to how long each piece of homework should take:

Year 7 -9 30 minutes

Year 10 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Years 11 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Sixth Form Homework tasks will be set as negotiated with the Course Leader

The above times are a guideline. There may be occasions when you feel that you are unable to do a
piece of homework because you do not know how to do the task you have been set. You should not
worry at home, without your teacher’s presence. If this occurs, leave your homework and the next
day explain the issue to your Personal Tutor who will advise you what to do next. There may be other
occasions when you are enjoying the homework task greatly and you wish to spend more time than
the time suggested. This is welcomed and will be recognised by your subject teacher.

At Key Stage 3, our homework programme has been designed to focus on the key skills that have the
greatest impact on progress, while also providing opportunities for students to complete engaging
cross-curricular projects.

All students in Years 7-9 will complete weekly homework in English and Mathematics using the
Sparx learning platform.

‘Subject ||Homework Duration"PIatform/Format"Frequency ‘
‘English H3O minutes HSparx Reader HWeekIy ‘
‘Mathematics”i’,o minutes HSparx Maths HWeekIy ‘

Students are expected to complete all homework by the deadline set by their class teacher. Regular
completion of Sparx homework helps to build fluency, improve confidence and identify areas where
additional support may be needed.

If you have a problem with any part of your homework, inform your Personal Tutor who will help you
to sort it out.
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Half-Termly Curriculum Projects

Alongside their weekly core homework, students will complete one curriculum project each half
term. These projects provide opportunities for students to apply their learning creatively, develop
research and presentation skills, and deepen their understanding of topics studied in school.

Projects will be set by departments including Science, Geography, History, Religious Education, Art
and Design Technology. Students will receive clear guidance, success criteria and submission
deadlines for each project

|Autumn 1 HScience - Space"GeographyHHistory

‘Autumn 2 HArt HArt HArt
Spring 2 ||RE |IRE |science

‘Summer 1HGeography HHistory HDT

|
|
‘Springl HHistory HDT HGeography ‘
|
|
|

‘Summer ZHDT— PT project HScience HRE

Student Organisation

Students are expected to take responsibility for organising their own homework by recording
homework deadlines, key dates, and project information in a format that works best for them, such
as a notebook, diary, or digital calendar. Developing strong organisational skills is an important part
of becoming an independent learner and will help students manage their workload effectively.

If students are unsure about a homework task, deadline, or expectations, they should seek support
as soon as possible by speaking to their class teacher or personal tutor. Staff are available to provide

clarification, guidance, and support to ensure all students have the information they need to
complete their homework successfully.

Homework Support

If a student encounters any issues with their homework, they are expected to inform their teacher
before the due date. Every effort should be made to complete all tasks to the best of their ability.

To ensure all students have equal access to resources, we offer a Homework Club during Session 3
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, for those who may not have access to a computer at home.
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3. The role of a parent

Parents and carers play a vital role in supporting their child's learning beyond the classroom. By
taking an active interest in homework, they can help students develop positive study habits,
independence, and resilience.

Parents and carers are expected to:

e Be aware of the Homework Timetable and encourage their child to complete homework on
time.

e Encourage their child to record homework deadlines and organise their independent study
effectively.

e Ensure that their child has a suitable environment and sufficient time to complete homework.

e Support and encourage effort and perseverance, whilst promoting independence rather than
completing work on their child's behalf.

e Monitor their child's progress through the weekly Sparx Maths emails (for Key Stage 3 and Key
Stage 4 students), which provide updates on homework completion, scores, and overall
engagement.

e Contact their child's class teacher or Personal Tutor if they have any concerns or require further

clarification regarding homework expectations or their child's progress.

There should be one or two subjects each day and the times below are given as a guide to how long
each piece of homework should take:

Year 7 -9 30 minutes

Year 10 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Years 11 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Sixth Form Homework tasks will be set as negotiated with the Course Leader

The above times are a guideline. There may be occasions when your child is unable to do a piece of
homework because they do not know how to do the task they have been set. They should not worry
at home. If this occurs, the homework should be left incomplete and the next day your child should
explain to their Personal Tutor who will advise them what action to take. There may be other
occasions when your child is enjoying the homework task greatly and they wish to spend more time
than the time suggested. This is welcomed and will be recognised by the subject teacher.

You may, if you wish, arrange for your child to attend homework Session 3 on a Tuesday, Wednesday
or Thursday in ILC 4/5/6. During this time, they will have access to ICT facilities and the support of the

Academy staff. Please refer to the Academy website for the Session 3 timetable.

We welcome your support if your child needs help with their homework — but please do not do the
homework for her/him.

The tasks should be appropriate to the level and progress of each individual student.
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Keeping parents informed

Parents and carers of students in Key Stage 3 and 4 will receive a weekly email from Sparx for both
English and Mathematics, providing an overview of their child's homework performance. These
updates include whether the homework has been completed, the percentage score achieved, the
amount of time spent on the task and any questions that were left incomplete. This allows parents
to celebrate success, monitor progress and support their child in developing positive homework
habits throughout the year.
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4. The role of the subject teacher

These guidelines are issued to enable you to plan effectively for the homework needs of your students.
You should set homework when you teach a group as outlined in the Homework Timetable.

Ensure that the homework you set is appropriate to the ability and progress of each student. This may
mean different tasks being set across the teaching group, or different outcomes being expected from
the same task.

Ensure homework is accessible for all students by setting a paper based equivalent and providing
resources needed for students where homework set is digitally based.

The times below are given as a guide on how long each piece of homework should take:

Year7-9 30 minutes

Year 10 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Years 11 30 minutes — 60 minutes

Sixth Form Homework tasks will be set as negotiated with the Course Leader

The above times are a guideline. Students may attend homework Session 3 on a Tuesday, Wednesday
or Thursday in ILC 4/5/6. During this time, they will have access to ICT facilities and the support of the
Academy Staff. Students should refer to the Academy website for the Session 3 timetable.

As a subject teacher you can encourage student’s completion by:

e Displaying the homework slide which outlines all details of the homework you are setting and
the date and time this homework is due.

e Ensure that each student clearly understands what the homework task is, exactly what they
have to do for satisfactory completion and by when the work must be completed. Students
should be aware of the standards required for specific tasks.

e Ensure that all students write down their homework tasks, clearly indicating when the task
must be completed. You should allow sufficient time for this; it does not need to be at the
end of the lesson.

e Ensure homework tasks are set on the correct days for Key Stage 3 students as outlined in the
homework timetable.

e Be prepared to set extra homework for any student/parent who has requested this through
their Personal Tutor. There should always be plenty of work available.

e Ensure that all homework is checked. This could be through peer, self or teacher assessment.
If homework is set on Seneca or Sparx, ensure that results are discussed with students.

e If a student fails to submit a piece of homework, then record it on Bromcom as a “Non-
competition of homework” log.
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5. The role of the personal tutor

These guidelines are issued to enable you to assist your personal students in the organisation of their
homework.

Ensure that students understand what they have to do for each homework task. Where the same task
has been set for all students, ensure that each individual knows what is required of them.

Ascertain whether the students have any difficulties with the homework they have done/been set or
have any difficulties accessing online platforms. Any such difficulties should be referred to the subject
teacher or Mr Hughes.

Encourage your students to plan their own homework timetable. This may need to be amended each
week, depending on the nature of the homework and the time allowed for its completion. (Research
may require a visit to the Library, reading needs to be done in one ‘sitting’, learning vocabulary may
need several revisits during the week).

Students must aim to complete homework in good time.

All homework for key stage 3 students should be written down weekly and will be due on these set

days:
Subject Homework Platform
English 30 minutes Sparx Reader
Mathematics 30 minutes Sparx Maths

If a student/parent requests extra homework in a particular subject(s) judge for yourself that this
would not bring undue pressure on the student, then contact the subject teacher for the work to be
set.
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6. Policy for sanctions and rewards of homework

In line with the importance placed on the completion of Homework, in supporting student learning
and progress, and in conjunction with the Behaviour Regulation and Relationships Policy the
following sanctions will be given for the non-submission of homework. The rewards and sanctions
below run on a termly basis:

Bromcom "No Homework" Negative: Each instance homework is not completed a "No Homework"
negative in the Bromcom system.

10 No Homework Logs: PT to have a one-to-one conversation with the student to reinforce
expectations. PT Contact home to inform parents/guardians and discuss any underlying issues

15 No Homework Logs: Letter sent home to parents explaining the importance of completing
homework and the next steps to help support the students. Student to be placed on PT report.

20 No Homework Logs: Student to complete a workshop with Mr Hughes on the importance of
homework. Any issues with completing homework can be discussed here.

25 No Homework Logs: Student placed in Reflection Hub for structured intervention. Head of
Year/Deputy Head meeting with parents to discuss concerns and next steps.

Rewards for Homework

10 Good Homework Logs: Students to receive a post card for homework
15 Good Homework Logs: Students receive a certificate for good homework
20 Good Homework Logs: Students receive a £5 amazon gift voucher

25 Good Homework Logs: Students will be placed on a celebration event at the end of each term
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7. The Homework Timetable

Key Stage 3 Homework (Years 7-9)

The following outlines the amount of homework that will be set:

Subject | Homework \ Due day
English 30 minutes Thursday
Mathematics 30 minutes Friday

Alongside their weekly core homework, students will complete one curriculum project each half
term. These projects provide opportunities for students to apply their learning creatively, develop
research and presentation skills, and deepen their understanding of topics studied in school.

Projects will be set by departments including Science, Geography, History, Religious Education, Art
and Design Technology. Students will receive clear guidance, success criteria and submission
deadlines for each project:

‘Autumn 1 HScience - Space"GeographyHHistory

‘Autumn 2 HArt HArt HArt
|Spring 1 HHistory HDT HGeography
‘Spring 2 HRE HRE HScience

ISummer 1HGeography HHistory HDT

|Summer ZHDT— PT project HScience HRE

Homework within Key Stage 3 will use the following online platforms:

Subject | Homework ' Platform
English 30 minutes Sparx Reader
Mathematics 30 minutes Sparx Maths

Details on how to setup accounts will be shared during the first week back with students.

Students will be able to sign up to a homework club session 3 on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
if the student does not have access to a computer at home.
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Key Stage 4 Homework

Each task, lasting between 30 to 60 minutes, should be designed to provide focused and meaningful
practice on key concepts. Homework at this stage should be strategically aligned with the curriculum
to prepare students for their GCSE exams, ensuring that they build a robust understanding of the
subjects and are well-prepared for assessments.

All Maths homework will be set on Sparx Maths and will be due for competition every Friday.

Homework may be set by all subjects each week

In Key Stage 4 subject teachers may wish to set short tasks or revision exercises on a weekly basis.
There will also be coursework and longer tasks which may need to be completed over several weeks.
BTEC Sport, BTEC Business, and BTEC ICT do not set homework, but may expect students to attend
Session 3 as required so that they can either access additional support or catch upon work missed.
BTEC Performing Arts students are expected to attend regular Session 3 rehearsals.

In addition, homework club will also run-in accordance with the Session 3 Programme on a Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday in ILC 4/5/6.

In examination periods homework setting may be subject to change as it will incorporate students’

revision timetables. Some subjects may also put on additional revision sessions during Session 3.
Parents/students should refer to the Academy website for the Session 3 timetable.

Sixth Form Homework and Independent Learning Tasks
Sixth Form students can expect weekly homework in addition to Independent Learning Tasks.
Homework tasks will be set as negotiated with the Course Tutor and will vary in duration. Students

will be given a diary to record their work in and to ensure that they are properly organised.

Sixth Form students will be expected to attend Session 3 as required. This may be for catch up or for
support and guidance with coursework or for additional revision sessions.

Independent Learning Tasks should be completed as part of a student’s timetabled commitment and
should not be considered as homework.
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